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Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, the items listed on the attached PTO-1449 
Form are being submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. Copies of the items are 
enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully draw the 
Examiner's attention to these items now of record. 

It is Applicants 1 opinion that the present claims are patentably distinct from each of the 
items now of record, either singly or in any combination. The above items are being cited only in 
the interests of candor and without any admission that they constitute statutory prior art or contain 
matter, either singly or in combination, that would anticipate the invention or render it obvious to a 
person or ordinary skill in the art. 



If, for some reason, a petition and/or fee is due in order for the Examiner to consider this 
Information Disclosure Statement, please consider this document to be such a petition and charge 
our Deposit Account No. 08-0750 for any further fees which may be due. A duplicate copy of this 
sheet is enclosed. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P. O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 

Date: May // , 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 




Anna M. Budde 
Reg. No. 35,085 
Attorney for Applicant 
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